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Abstract

Dr Alex Bond (he/him) is the Senior
Curator in Charge of Birds at the Natural
History Museum, and an Adjunct
Researcher at the University of Tasmania,
where he studies conservation biology of
seabirds and islands, particularly plastic
pollution and other contaminants. He
grew up in eastern Canada before moving
to the UK in 2014 with his husband
Jeremy. For the last 7 years, he has been
the co-chair of LGBTQ+ STEM (https://
lgbtstem.wordpress.com/), an
organization for the promotion of LGBTQ+
workers, researchers, and students in
science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics, including through the
annual LGBTQ+ STEMinar, a one-day
research symposium that now attracts
hundreds of attendees. He is the recipient
of the 2020 Royal Society Athena Prize.

The experiences of LGBTQ+ people in
science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics are not always positive, and
the result of a combination of societal
influences, and discipline-specific biases.
Growing up in eastern Canada, I saw my
professional and personal identities as
separate, and it has only been recently
when I’ve been able to reconcile these
two aspects. This has been in large part
thanks to organizations like LGBTQ+
STEM, and the community around it in the
UK. I will give a brief history, both
personally and of LGBTQ+ rights where
I’ve lived, and discuss the parallels
between how we perpetuate, perceive,
and experience harm as a community, and
our research on marine plastic pollution
as an example of queering science.
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