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Mine closure – how are contaminated land consultants involved? 
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Regulators of Mines

• Earth Resources Regulation (ERR) (through Department of Jobs, Precincts and 
Regions)

• Provides approval including development, compliance and rehabilitation of mines under 
Mineral Resources (Sustainable Development) Act 1990 and associated Regulations.

• Other Agencies/ Regulators
• EPA – mainly off-site pollution and amenity impacts, EPA-licensed facilities.
• Worksafe (OH&S)
• Local government – implement Victorian Planning Provisions and Planning requirements
• Water Authorities and Catchment Management Authorities
• Heritage Victoria and Aboriginal Victoria
• DELWP, DHHS 

• For Declared Mines: Mine Land Rehabilitation Authority (formerly Commission) 



The Road to Mine Closure

Returning land use to it’s original state... But what about the land form?



Case – Latrobe Valley



Why Did Hazelwood Close? 



Rehabilitation
The MRSD Act 1990 requires identification of achievable post-mining land 
forms and land uses that are:

• SAFE  (e.g. water and human health/ safety)
• STABLE (e.g. geotechnical, water)
• SUSTAINABLE 



Sources

From mining specific activities, for example:
• Fly Ash Capture and Disposal 
• Soil containing CoPCs
• Acid Sulphate Soils or Acid Mine Drainage

From ancillary activities, for example fuel and oil store, equipment 
maintenance involving hydrocarbons, solvents, heavy metals, etc. 



Pathways

• Airborne – Dust, other particulates
• Water – Surface and Groundwater



Receptors

• Ecological
• Surrounding communities
• Agriculture



So what are they going to do about Hazelwood?



Summary

• Mine closure and rehabilitation – varies on the mine!

• Contamination comes from a big range of sources

• Safe, stable and sustainable plans for future land use(s) and land 
form(s) are key

• Latrobe Valley Water Park???



Thank you! 

• Rhonda Hastie, assistant to the Latrobe Valley Mine Rehabilitation 
Commissioner. 

• Darryl Strudwick from AECOM, for his auditor point of view on the 
Hazelwood Mine Closure process. 

• The AECOM GRS team for their support.


